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is at the
heart of everything
that we do

years.?® Certainly, expatriates working in the N
tend not to be short of compatriots. All nationalities can be
found in Amsterdam, drawn there, as they always were, by
commercial prospects, making the city a home-from-home.
The Netherlands was the first truly commercial civilization

of the world, making it the first also to embrace fully and
incorporate naturally what is different about the

peoples and cultures of the world.

Cost of living in Europe 2009

European Ranking City Worldwide Ranking
1 Moscow 3
2 Geneva 4
3 Zurich 6
4 Copenhagen 7
5 Milan 11
6 Paris 13
7 Oslo 14
8 London 16
9 Rome 18

10 Helsinki 19

11 Vienna 21

12 Dublin 25

13 Athens 28

14 Amsterdam 29

15 Bratislava 30

16 Madrid 37

17 Luxembourg 38

18 Barcelona 38

19 Brussels 41

20 St Petersburg 46

1 = most expensive / 20 = least expensive
Source: Mercer, Cost of Living Survey 2008, Top 50 Cities

Quality of living in Europe 2009

European Ranking City Worldwide Ranking
1 Vienna 1
2 Zurich 2
3 Geneva 3
4 Dusseldorf 6
5 Munich 7
6 Frankfurt 8
7 Bern 9
8 Copenhagen 11
9 Amsterdam 13

10 Brussels 14

11 Berlin 16

12 Luxembourg 19

13 Stockholm 20

14 Nurnberg 23

15 Oslo 24

16 Dublin 25

17 Hamburg 28

18 Helsinki 30

19 Paris 33

20 Lyon 37

1 = highest quality of life / 20 = lowest quality of life

Source: Mercer, Cost of Living Survey 2008, Top 50 Cities
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Quality of life
Country

Score

Austria

9.71

Luxembourg

9.21

Denmark

The Netherlands

Sweden

Germany

Finland

Belgium

Ireland

Spain

Source: IMD Business School 2007

Frugality ensures
a sober and efficient
approach

European Central Bank, Consolidated Banking Data 2007.

De Nederlandsche Bank, Combined balance sheet of the
Nederlandsche Bank and MFIs in the Netherlands, Table T5.3.

De Nederlandsche Bank, Pension assets invested at pension funds’
risk Q4 2008, Table T8.9.

De Nederlandsche Bank, Investment funds, Dutch net deposits with
foreign investment funds, Table 6.6.1 and Dutch capital investments
in foreign funds, Table 6.6.2 and Balance sheet of investment funds,
Table 6.1.

The Dutch Association of Insurers (Verbond van Verzekeraars)
records 250 non-life companies, 72 life companies and 36 benefits
insurers in 2007. It also records 713 pension funds that year, but the
Dutch National Bank gives a figure of 636 funds at the end of Q1 2009
in Table 8.17 Supervised pension funds.

Ewald Engelen, Rodrigo Fernandez and Martijn Konings, A Quick
Scan of the Dutch Financial Services; Selling the Netherlands to a
Post-Crisis World, AMIDSt, University of Amsterdam, 18 November
2008, pages 7 and 12.

De Nederlandsche Bank, Combined balance sheet of the
Nederlandsche Bank and MFIs in the Netherlands, Table T5.3.

De Nederlandsche Bank, Macroeconomic statistics-pension funds,
balance sheet of pension funds, Q4 2008, Table T8.1.

De Nederlandsche Bank, Table 7.2 Balance sheet and current value of
investments of supervised life insurers in 2007.

De Nederlandsche Bank, Investment funds, Balance sheet of
investment funds, Table 6.1.

The relative size is taken from Ewald Engelen, Rodrigo Fernandez
and Martijn Konings, A Quick Scan of the Dutch Financial Services;
Selling the Netherlands to a Post-Crisis World, AMIDSt, University of
Amsterdam, 18 November 2008, page 17.

MasterCard Worldwide, Worldwide Centers of Commerce Index 2008,
page 3.

Central Bureau of Statistics

KPMG International, Competitive Alternatives 2008, Special Report:
Focus on Tax, pages 3, 7, 17 and 19.

Competitive Alternatives: KPMG’s Guide to International Business
Location, 2008 Edition, page 60.

In 2008 readers of Executive Travel magazine voted Schiphol Airport
the “Best International Airport,” on the basis of services and facilities
for airline and airport customers, for a second year running. Earlier
in the same year, readers of the British magazine Business Traveller
also named Schiphol “Best Airport in Europe” for 2008.

Mercer, 2008 Cost of Living Survey, at www.mercer.com/costofliving
Idem
Nu.nl, 22 December2008

HSBC Bank International Limited, 2 September 2008
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Transparency is
a clear view on
making decisions

Contact us

Holland Financial Centre has an outstanding knowledge of
where the competitive advantages of the Dutch financial

services industry are the strongest.

Sustainability and finance.

Retirement management.

Financial logistics.

Securities Trading.

Are you in one of these businesses? If so, there is now an
easy source of information and access to people who can
help you in any or all of these fields. It is called Holland

Financial Centre (HFC). You are welcome to contact us.

Holland Financial Centre
Gustav Mahlerplein 109-111
1082 MS Amsterdam

T + 31 (0) 20 550 5860

E info@hollandfinancialcentre.nl

www.hollandfinancialcentre.nl
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Total Identity / www.totalidentity.nl

Photography

Emilio Brizzi / www.emilio-brizzi.com
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Van Moof / www.vanmoof.com







